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    Bringing hope and light to all people is the most important reason for our 
Church to be here, for us where we live. Of course, there are other reasons 
for our Church to be here in our wonderful city. It is here to provide services 
in many ways and on many levels: culturally, spiritually and personally. The 
regular Sunday Services are, of course, the hub of these many offerings, but 
our mission goes beyond just providing Danish Lutheran Services in Danish 
and in English. Just think about this: Ansgar is the only public place in town 
where Danish is spoken regularly and Danish traditions are observed, taught, 
and lived year-round even for those who do not speak the language. Our 
Church is also dedicated to providing whoever likes to come here, with our 
unique view of the Lutheran faith as a place for people to feel welcome,    
accepted, and loved. We are a supporting community. We are committed to 
supporting each other, to “carry each other’s burdens” as it says above the 
main entrance of our Church. This congregation is here for you with support 
in loss and times of trial, as well as with opportunities to meet in joy and    
celebration. Our Church has room to commune with a merciful and loving 
God and with each other.  
    But, if our Church didn’t preach and deliver hope and light to all people as 
to you, then all these good missions in our community wouldn’t matter at all. 
Because really, our Church is most importantly here to provide you and me - 
yes all of us - with a beacon of light in dark times; with a steadfast rock to  
depend on when everything else seems to fall apart; with hope in times of 
trial. Because we all need hope to live. Without hope life would not be worth 
living. We would fall apart, loose direction in life, and sink into darkness and 
despair. Hope is light! Light is hope! And this is what our Church is about 
more than anything else. 
                                               Continued on page 8 
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If you would like to 

receive this  
newsletter in pdf 

format instead of a 
printed hardcopy,  

please forward your 
email address to: 

 

ansgarnews@gmail.com  
 

and we will add it   
to our electronic  

mailing list. 

 

From the Treasurer: 
 

October 2020 
 Income             $       10,368.15 
       Expenses        ($       10,556.49)     
 Deficit              ($            188.34) 
 
 

November 2020 
 Income             $        21,803.87 
 Expenses        ($          9,962.40) 
       Surplus             $        11,841.47 

 

2020 
BUDGET 

 

January 1, 2020 
 - December 31, 2020                                   

 
 

This chart indicates  
how much income  
we have collected  

towards our goal of  
$152,000.00 

which was approved  
at the 2019 Annual  

General Meeting. 
 

This works out to  
$12,667.00 per month. 

 

 

As of November 30, 2020 
we have collected  

$83,640.76 
towards our goal. 

 

 

$83,640.76 
 

 

FUNERALS 
BAPTISMS 

VISITATIONS 
 

Due to the current restrictions  
in social interaction, funerals,  

baptisms, visitations etc. must be kept 
to an absolute minimum. 

 

However, don’t hesitate to contact  
the pastor on email or phone  

regarding any questions or concerns 
about funerals, baptisms, visitations.   

 

Phone your friends and those you know 
from Church! They may need it now 

more than you think. 
 

The Pastor is always available  
on the phone. Please let him know of 

anyone in need of  pastoral care. 

 

 Ansgar Church  
 NEWSLETTER 

 

 Six issues per year. 
 Advertising rates per year: 

 
 

        Business card - $65 
 1/4 page - $100 
 1/2 page - $135 
 3/4 page - $175 
    1 page - $215 
 

This newsletter  
is available to all! 

 

Download it from  
our website 

www.ansgar.ca, 
provide us with your  

email address, pick up a 
copy in the church or  
provide your mailing  
address and it will be  
mailed to your home. 

 

Contact Alice Nickel  
(780-467-8900)  

for more information.  
 

ansgarnews@gmail.com 

  
 

Deadline for  
March/April 2021 News  
is February 10, 2021 

 

Email submissions to 
ansgarnews@gmail.com 

 
 
 

Ansgar Danish Lutheran Church on Facebook 
 

https://www.facebook.comAnsgarChurch  
if you want to stay in touch!  
You can view this page without being on Facebook. 
    

 Follow us on Instagram 

 ansgar_church 

 

Birthday Dollars 
 

have been received from 
Randi Mark 

Ellen Nielsen 
 

TILLYKKE! 

 
 

Memorial Donations  
have been received in memory of 

      

Christian Peter Reece 
Bruno Knudskov 
Bent Bruhn 
Lis Christensen 
Niels Husted 
Bendt & Sonja      
Nielsen 

 

Funerals: 
 

October 31: Bent Bruhn 
 

December 10: Birte Knudskov  

 

From the Church Records: 
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            A message from the Board  
 

 

Pastor Lasse Hultberg 
       

Ansgar Danish Lutheran Church   
9554-108A  Avenue  
Edmonton, Alberta, T5H 1C1 
 

780-422-8777 
 

ansgar@telusplanet.net 
www.ansgar.ca 

 

MENIGHEDSRAADET 
 

The Church Board 

2020/2021 

Valerie Sørensen 
President 

780-973-6526 
 

Kirsten Olsen 
Vice-President 
780-474-4254 

 

Mette Rasmussen 
Secretary  

780-434-5071 
 

Bent Skousbøl 
  Treasurer  

780-458-7695 
 

Jette Badre  
Deacon 

780-435-8830 
 

John Sørensen 
Deacon 

780-984-3958 

 

Gunnar Kjær Jensen 
Trustee 

780-451-0607 
 

Christopher J. Sørensen 
Trustee 

780-909-5380 
 

Brian Mogensen 
Trustee 

587-873-7921 

     Happy New Year!  I think all of us are more than glad to close the 2020   
calendar and open a new one for 2021.  It was such a difficult year and although 
hope was always on the horizon, now it seems within reach.  One of the hardest 
decisions the Board had to make was to close the Church to in-person Services 
in December. The Christmas Eve Service is one of the most well-attended year 
after year and is a tradition for many families. Pastor Lasse has done an       
incredible job broadcasting on-line Services and we are extremely grateful to 
him. I hope you were able to “attend” the on-line Christmas Service and that it 
brought you joy.  
    We missed so many of our regular activities this year. Fellowship is a huge 
part of our Church and it’s the thing we most look forward to returning to some-
time this year. We miss seeing each other, we miss the handshakes and hugs, 
and we miss conversations over a cup of coffee. Some of our members passed 
in 2020 and it was painful that those of us outside of the immediate families 
were unable to attend memorial services to say our goodbyes and share condo-
lences with the loved ones.  Yes, we all hope for a return to normal in 2021.    
    The Board has cut back on expenses where possible. We are still well below 
our budgeted income and encourage all our members to join in a monthly giving 
plan most convenient for them. It’s the best way ensure Ansgar’s continuation. 
    Thank you to all the bakers who rolled up their sleeves for the Bake Sale in 
December.  It was a great success - Thanks to Alice, Kirsten, Jeanna, and Bent 
for planning, coordinating and directing the project. Thank You to everyone who 
supported Ansgar with their purchases.    
    Ansgar Church’s Annual Congregational Meeting (ACM) is scheduled for  
Sunday, February 28, 2021. Everyone needs to register to vote. Registration 
Forms are included in this newsletter. Please complete yours and mail it to the 
Church as soon as possible. Election of the Church Board of Directors is on the 
ACM agenda and there are a few positions that need to be filled. Ansgar can 
only continue to exist if there are people to support the Pastor and run the 
church. Please consider joining the Board to help Ansgar Church in its mission.   
    To be honest, the Board doesn’t yet know quite how the ACM will be        
managed.  Much depends on what the Government regulations and restrictions 
will be then, and we can only guess what the situation will be in February. The 
Board has been holding meetings in-person when permitted and via on-line 
when not.  We may have to figure out a ZOOM-style platform for the ACM.                 
     Please check our website or Facebook page in February for up-to-date    
information. 
 

On behalf of the Board, 
Valerie Sørensen 
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 Regular Activities at Ansgar 

 
 
 

Operation  
Friendship 

 
 

Ansgar Church continues to support  
Operation Friendship at the McCauley  

Senior's Drop-In Centre.  
We sponsor a nutritious meal  

once a month.  
Although we are no longer able to  

serve the meal during the pandemic,  
your financial support is always welcome. 

 

This means you can, in an easy way,  
support this outreach program  

and still get a tax receipt.  
A suggested donation could be  

$10.00 per month.  
  
 

Thank you for your caring and help! 
 

Esther Sørensen  
at 780-452-3678  

 

 

 
 
 
 

Church Owls 
Playgroup 

 
 

Play time and music  
for the little ones  

up to  
about 5 years of age 
and their parents,  
grandparents etc. 
in Ansgar Danish  
Lutheran Church 

 
 

We hope to see  
you soon! 

 Ansgar Church  
Sunday Services 
Online 
 

You can access our Sunday  
services at your convenience  
during this time of social distancing: 
 

FACEBOOK:    
You do not have to be on Facebook  
to view this page 
https:www.facebook.comAnsgarCh
urch and follow the links 
 

OUR WEB PAGE:   www.ansgar.ca 
Click on the “Videos” tab and view any 
of the videos from YouTube 
 

OUR YouTube CHANNEL:    
Ansgar Church on youtube.com 
 

 

EASIEST WAY  
TO DONATE 
 

You can donate to our 
church on a regular  
monthly basis by simply 
contacting the treasurer. 
Bent will set you up to  
have a charge put on  
your credit card.  
 

Remember that we get  
no financial support from 
any government.  
We rely completely upon 
our members.   
 

We appreciate your  
support during these  
trying times. 
 

Contact Bent Skousbol  
at 780-458-7695 

Danish Women’s Group, Hyggeklubben, Men’s Breakfast Club 
and the Ansgar Singers have all suspended their regular   
activities until further notice. 
 

We will keep everyone informed of changes as the pandemic 
situation unfolds. 

 

Birthday Dollars - how does it work? 
 

 

You can pledge an amount to Birthday Dollars  
for your own birthday or on behalf of someone else  

you would like to honour on their special day. 
 

All donations to Birthday Dollars are  
eligible for a tax receipt. 
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Serenity Funeral  Service 
 

Your Not-for-Profit community owned  
funeral and cremation provider. 

 

Ansgar members benefit from our association  
with additional discounts on services  

and merchandise. 
 

www.serenity.ca 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Come and visit me at  
our exciting new location!  

11739-94 Street, Edmonton,  
Alberta, T5G 1J1 

780-477-5120   
sandra@gctravel.ca 

Sandra Jensen  
Senior Travel Consultant 

Hellig Tre Kongers søndag 

Sunday, January 3, 10:30 am 
 

Ved den første gudstjeneste i året fejrer vi den 
sidste søndag i julen. Ryd op efter julen, tøm dit 
køkkenskab for julegodter og bring dem ikke til 
kirke i år, men nyd den sidste rest af julen    
sammen med en gudstjeneste på det gamle 
modersmål. Gør den sidste søndag i julen til   
en festdag!                       

The    
Three 
Magis 
(Kings), 
fresco, ca 
1275, from 
Keldby 
Kirke,  
Denmark 

  
 
 

at Sylvan Lake 
 

The Ansgar Family Camp for everybody…  

 
 
 

Save these dates for this year’s Church Camp:                          

July 2 – 4, 2021 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

3 
Hellig Tre Kongers søndag  
Mattæus 2, 1-12 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Online service 

4  5 
7:00 pm  
Ansgar Board 
Meeting 

6 7 1 
HAPPY  
NEW YEAR! 

 
8 

2 
 
 
9 

10 
1st Sunday after Epiphany 
Luke 2, 41-52 
 
  
 
 

Online service 

11 12 
 

13 

 

14 
 

15 16 

17 
2nd Sunday after Epiphany 
John 2, 1-11 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Live-streamed service 

18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 
Last Sunday after Epiphany 
Matthew 17, 1-9 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Online service 

25 26 27 28 29 30 

31 
Septuagesima 
Matthew 20, 1-16 
 
 
 
 
Live-streamed service 
 

   
 

      

 J A N U A R Y   2 0 2 1 

10:30 am  
ENGLISH 

ENGLISH 

ENGLISH 

10:30 am 
ENGLISH 

DANSK 
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F E B R U A R Y    2 0 2 1 

10:30 am  
ENGLISH 

10:30 am 
DANSK 

10:30 am  
ENGLISH 

10:30 am  
ENGLISH 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

SPECIAL THIS MONTH: 
 

February 2 
Candlemas Devotion Online 
 

February 14 
Fastelavn  
 

February 28 
Annual Congregational 
Meeting 

 1  2 7:00 pm  

Ansgar Board 
Meeting 
 

ENGLISH 
Candlemas 
Luke 2, 22-32 
Online 
Devotion 

3 

 

4 5 6 

7 
Seksuagesima 
Markus 4, 1-20 
  
 
 
Online service 

8 9 
 

10 11 
 

12 13 
 

14 
FASTELAVN 
Matthew 3, 13-17 
  
 
  
 

Live-streamed service 

15 

 

16 17 18 19 20 

21 

1st Sunday in Lent 
Matthew 4, 1-11 
 
 
 
 

 
Online service 

22 23 
 

24 25 
 

26 27 

28          
2nd Sunday in Lent 
Matthew 15, 21-28 
 

Live-streamed service 
 
 
 

12 NOON: ANNUAL 
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

            

ENGLISH 
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For Danes and Canadians in Edmonton  

The Danish Canadian Society 
 

DANIA 
 

Dances - Camp outs - Children’s Events - Newsletter 
 

President Lis Walker 
780.433.9932 

daniaedmonton@gmail.com or  
daniapresident@gmail.com 

Continued from page 1 
 

    I believe this claim - that the Church is more 
than anything else about hope and light - has 
been proven correct more than ever in our   
lifetime, by the dark and difficult times we are 
going through right now with the Covid-19  
pandemic. These last many months have been 
exceedingly difficult for many, and especially 
for those who live alone or in care homes. It 
has been difficult for those who are sick, have    
vulnerable health conditions, those who have 
lost loved ones, those who have lost jobs and 
income. And some of us are just almost “dying” 
of boredom because everything seems to be 
closed or have strict limits. 
    Our Church has also been struck by these 
restrictions. It hasn’t been easy for the        
congregation and our community at large, that 
we haven’t really been able to congregate 
freely since mid-March. But thank God, many 
have done their absolute best to keep in     
contact, and we have also tried to connect by 
electronic means. Church Services have been 
sent out on the electronic Church platforms 
together with other messages of religious and 
cultural and communal content. The open-air 
services during the summer were great       
successes, and summer also brought a im-
mense relief from the virus as well as bringing 
back to many some kind of a social life in the 
open air. Just before Christmas we were able 
to run a bake sale of Danish sweet and         
savoury treats which huge support from the 
wider Danish community. And the online Santa 
Lucia Pageant with many kids from the Ansgar 
community was also an example of how we 
insist to defy the darkness, hopelessness and 
isolation that has struck us all. This little video 
of all these kids gave me hope and light in       
a grim season this last Advent that should  
have been so full of joy and expectation and 
community. 
      The good news is that the support for our 
Church is untouched or even strengthened in 
these difficult times. It has been made very  
clear to me that this Church matters from  

 
In the fall of 2023 

Ansgar Church will be celebrating the 
 

 100th Anniversary  
 

of our congregations’ first service,  
which was held before the church  

was officially incorporated. 
 

The Board is asking our members for  
suggestions of how we could 

celebrate and mark this milestone  
in the history of our church. 

 

Please give your suggestions  
to any member of the board  

or send an email to  
ansgar@telus.net 

Almond Rings Dark Rye Bread 
Smørkage Tarteletter 
Kransekage Marzipan Logs 
 

Dark Fruit Cake 
 

NOW UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP 
 

Box 585, 4906 - 50th Avenue,  
Calmar, Alberta T0C 0V0 

Telephone: (780) 985-3583  
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            VIKING  
MECHANICAL CONTRACTORS LTD. 
 

 Sheet metal 
 Roof top units 
 Gas fitting 
 Plumbing 
 Drain cleaning 
 Boiler Installation 
 Air Conditioning Repairs &  
 Installations 
 

Phone  780.455.0181 
Fax      780.455.0182 
Niels Hansen Cell 780.203.1957 
 

17524-105 Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta   T5S 1G4 

www.vikingmechanical.net 

 many conversations I have had the last many 
months, from emails and cards I have received, 
and comments from I don’t know how many 
people. This Church is a rock to depend on for 
many people. It is a beacon of hope and light to 
them, in a world shattered by darkness and 
weakening hope. It is my belief that this Church 
has brought hope and light to many in these 
difficult times. Our Church is truly a success in 
this. Thank you to all of you who support our 
Church and make it into something special in 
many, many ways.                    
    Probably very soon, there will be a vaccine 
that will ease the difficult situation that we are 
still living in right now. Life will rebound, and we 
will breathe and meet and enjoy life more freely 
again. At Church we will congregate again, sing 
together, enjoy the sacraments in the sanctuary 
as well as the coffee and chatter in the base-
ment. There will soon be wonderful relief from 
our life in bondage. In all this, it is my genuine 
hope that you will remember to support your 
Church continuously in the future. Even in good 
times we need hope and light, as we need a 
home for our culture, a room for our spiritual 
aspirations and a place where we know we can 
always find support. We all need to know where 
we can find a rock to build our lives upon. You 
may come to your Church a few times a year, 
you may come here several times a week, but 
remember your Church is only here because 
you support it continuously. Sustain your 
Church as a true beacon of hope and light for 
you, your loved ones, the coming generations 
as for all people on this beautiful earth we all 
share. 
    Happy New Year to all of you! May God bring 
us all good times again and many wonderful    
moments together in our community here at 
Ansgar Church. 
    Godt Nytår! Må Gud bringe os alle gode tider 
igen og mange vidunderlige stunder sammen i 
vores samfund her i kirken. 
 

Pastor Lasse 
  

The day also marks the halfway point of winter and 
that the light has returned to this part of the world. 

In the Church it was also traditionally the day where 
all the new candles for the coming year were    

consecrated, thus the name Candlemas. 
At Ansgar we will mark the day online this year with 

a short devotion, lightening of candles on our 
Church’s Menorah (chandelier with 7 arms),          

one by one in celebration of the returning light       
in our part of the world. 

Candlemas 
Tuesday, February 2 

Candlemas is an ancient tradition. It celebrates 
the 40th day after the birth of Jesus, when Mary, 

according to the Mosaic Law, went to the  
synagogue to take part in a cleansing ritual.  
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Bornholmer Akvavit 40%  
is a clean, clear aquavit, which has an 
outstanding smooth and well-rounded 
taste with a discreet hint of caraway and 
dill, as well as a pleasantly flavourful 
aftertaste. 
 

 

Bornholmer Jule 42% (Christmas 
Akvavit) is a golden aquavit, which has 

an outstanding smooth and well-rounded 
taste of clover and orange. A feast for 

both the eye and the mouth. 

 
Bornholmer 1855 Traditions  
Akvavit 42% is an elegant, smooth  
and golden aquavit, flavoured with  
a mild taste of dill and herbs from  
the traditional recipe of 1855. 

 
Bornholmer Bitter 38%   

The exquisite soft and dry flavour  
derives from a blend of different herbs 

and fruits; characteristic taste and smell 
of rowanberry and cinnamon. 

 
For more information contact 

Agent Don Thierman #300566-1 
780-438-5938 

 

www.bornholmersnaps.dk 
 

E-mail us for any information: 
bornholmerakvavit@shaw.ca 646299 23754 

455675 667071 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
  

                 Carpet Cleaning 
    Upholstery Cleaning 
Tile & Grout Cleaning 
Pet Odour Cleaning 

Oriental/Area Rug Specialists 
Spot & Stain Removal Specialists 

Email: hmcarpetcare@shaw.ca  Web: www.handmcarpetcare.com 
 

Alex 
General Manager 

 

Rated as Premium Cleaner in Edmonton - go to www.EthicalServices.com 
The Most Thorough Cleaning Ever...OR IT’S FREE 

H & M 
Carpet Care® 

780-456-3644 780-998-3829 

Fort  
Saskatchewan 

Carpet Cleaners 

 

The taste of Bornholm… 
   The taste of a fairy tale 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Ansgar Danish Lutheran Church 

Sunday, February 14  
10:30 am 

 

Family service and festive,  
Danish Shrovetide traditions. 

 

Fastelavn is the old, Danish way to prepare for Lent. 
It’s tradition to dress up in costumes -  though  

not required it is encouraged.  
 

This year we will probably still have limited             
capacity and restrictions on how we can congregate. 

Stay tuned for more information. 

FASTELAVN 
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As with almost everything else this year, Ansgar’s Annual 
Christmas Bazaar was cancelled due to the pandemic 
restrictions. We know this event is very popular with our 
congregation, as well as many Danes and friends of Danes 
living in the area. 
 

So we launched an On-line Bake Sale through our web-
site. What an amazing success it turned out to be!  
 

It would not have happened without the wonderful people 
that baked delicious cookies, ryebread, kringle and lever-
postej to fill the orders that kept on coming into the inbox.    

A BIG thank you to all those who donated their time and 
ingredients! Also thanks to Bent for keeping tabs on pay-
ments, and to Kirsten, Jeanna and Harry for helping to put 
the orders together. I need to mention Krista Jewett for her 
technical help with the website – thanks! 
 

Alice Nickel 

K. Hansen Masonry Ltd. 
(Masonry Contractors since 1960) 

 

11520 – 154 Street 
EDMONTON, ALBERTA 

Phone: (780) 451-0980 
FAX: (780) 451-2299 

e-mail:  info@khansenmasonry.ca 

Almond Rings Dark Rye Bread 
Smørkage Tarteletter 
Kransekage Marzipan Logs 
 

Dark Fruit Cake 
 

NOW UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP! 
 

Box 120, 4906 - 50th Avenue,  
Calmar, Alberta T0C 0V0 

Telephone: (780) 985-3583  

 
 

SERVICES  
DURING THE PANDEMIC 

 
 

     Ansgar Danish Lutheran Church  
will continuously provide you  

with online-services.                         
 

The services will, if possible,  
starting Sunday, January 17,  

alternate between  
in-person/live-streamed services  

and pre-recorded services.  
 

Stay posted! 

 

NOTICE OF 
 

ANNUAL  
CONGREGATIONAL 

MEETING 
 
 

The Annual Congregational Meeting 
for Ansgar Danish Lutheran Church 

will be held on  
 

Sunday, February 28th, 2021  
at 12:00 noon 

 

in the church basement. 
Come and let your voice be heard! 

 

9554-108A Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta T5H 1C1 
 

Check our website or Facebook pages for  
updated information on current regulations 
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      Immigrants leave their homes and move to a        
different country. This new country is full of unfamiliar 
language, food, customs, and traditions, and sometimes 
the landscape, plants, animals and climate are vastly 
different from home. The immigrants yearn for the    
familiar and gather together with their fellows to make a 
place to recreate “home” and so - an immigrant        
organization is born.   
     Immigrant Organizations (IO) take many forms: club, 
associations, churches, etc.  Each is a place where the 
immigrants can go to connect with others from “home”.  
Here they can speak their native language, learn from 
previous arrivals how to navigate a new way of doing 
things, celebrate the events and holidays in the way 
traditional  to the homeland, eat the foods they grew up 
eating and maybe even find out where to get that     
elusive ingredient.   
     These organizations are vital.  Many immigrants 
struggle in the new country and this little bit of home can 
seem  like a lifeline. Immigrants tend to bond strongly 
with the IOs and care deeply about their success.    
Immigrant  couples are likely to raise their children 
speaking the origin language first (with the new one as a 
second language) and learning the old country traditions 
as well as those of the new. The first generation raised 
in the new country is proficient in its language, has 
learned its holidays, traditions and celebrations, and 
they are familiar with how things work.    
     Now, we’ll look specifically at the Danish-Canadian 
story. Danes have been coming to Canada since the 
1870’s. The largest immigration was between 1950 – 
1970 when thousands of Danes came to Canada hoping 
for better lives. Several Danish Canadian organizations 
were established here in Edmonton. The first Danish 
Lutheran service was held in the Norwegian Lutheran 
Church in the fall of 1923. Ansgar Danish Lutheran 
Church was founded in 1930 and incorporated in 1933. 
The property at 9554 –108A Avenue was purchased in 
1945 and has been an important fixture for generations 
of Danish-Canadian families.   
     Much has changed in the world since 1950.       
Communication technology was not at all like today. 

There was no instantaneous texting and e-mail, no 
Skype or Zoom or Facebook. Overseas calls were   
expensive and saved for special occasions and most 
Danish-Canadians communicated by mail with their 
families and friends in Denmark. It took 2 weeks to send 
a letter and 2 weeks to receive back a reply. Air travel 
was very expensive and most families seldom travelled 
overseas.  Danish immigrants relied heavily on each 
other and the IOs for support. 
    The 1st Canadian-raised generation is both familiar 
and comfortable with life in Canada. Unlike their       
parents, they have little need for the IO but often    
maintain contact out of a want to remember their roots. 
They may partner with someone from the old country 
whom they met through an IO, but are much more likely 
to have a relationship with a Canadian. The children of 
the 1st Canadian generation are most likely to be 1/2 
Danish. Each following  generation is more Canadian 
and less Danish – ¼, 1/8, etc., until eventually the   
number is so low that sometimes all that is left is the 
Danish surname.  The 2nd generation ½ Danes, and 
3rd generation ¼ Danes, and so on are Canadians and 
often have few ties to Danish culture and tradition. They 
may be familiar with some of it but more as a food or 
tradition  carried out on specific  holidays for “old times’ 
sake” because many have 2, 3, 4 or more countries of 
origin in their family trees. Danes are very good at   
integration. Unfortunately for Immigrant Organizations, 
this common pattern means that without a continuous 
influx of new immigrants, they may become obsolete 
within only a few generations.    
    It doesn’t have to be so. Many immigrant groups in 
Canada maintain strong memberships and have robust       
organizations lasting generation after generation without 
constant new immigration. There are two factors that  
decide whether an organization will endure: a committed 
and steadfast membership, and a dependable income to 
support  the organization. It’s a matter of what is      
important to the members. 
 

Next issue, we’ll look at how to keep our Church strong. 
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